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Meredith Ross is the new
Meredit h Ross and A lex
student body president. Ross
St rom a n c apt u red USC ’s
captured 52.47 percent of the
Student Government’s highest
vote in the runoff elections,
two positions Tuesday night in
narrowly clipping Drew
Kirchhofer.
a runoff election that garnered
almost 600 more votes than
the general election.
The required runoff pitted
ROSS
Ross against Drew Kirchhofer
and Stroman against Taylor
Cain, and bot h races were
KIRCHHOFER
a mong t he clo se st i n t he
university’s history.
Alex S troman is the new
Elect ions Commissioner
student body vice president.
A m a n d a B y r u m s a id t he
Stroman won 50.16 percent of
increased at tent ion to t he
the vote, edging Taylor Cain by
race from students and the
12 votes.
com m ission i ncreased t he
turnout.
“Controversy always helps
STROMAN
r u nof f s a s t he y get more
attention,” Byrum said. “We’ve
been off campus as well, and
we’ve been able to put people
CAIN
on Greene Street. We’ve done
— Compiled by Staff Writer
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
our best to get more students
Josh Dawsey
President-elect Meredith Ross hugs Student Body President Andrew Gaeckle Tuesday.
to vote.
Ross, after capturing the
presidency with 52.47 percent that we keep doing things best friend in the Senate,”
of the vote, was tackled by like Cocky’s Caravan and the St roman said. “She is an
almost a dozen members of farmer’s market we currently awesome person and a hard
her campaign staff as soon do,” Ross said. “I want to be a campaigner. We both knew it
as “Meredith” came out of strong and present voice for would be extremely close, as
Byrum’s mouth.
our students in the budget we gave it everything we had.
But we told each other that
“I told my campaign staff process as well.”
last night that no matter what
Kirchhofer, who currently before this started, we’d be
happens tomorrow that this has serves as a member of Student friends when it was over.”
And when Cain finished
been a wonderful experience,” Senate, said he planned to be
hugging her mother, tears
Ross said. “I will always be active in the future as well.
thankful for what I’ve seen and
“This was a close race, dripped down Cain’s face as
the people I’ve met.”
and I have tons of respect she embraced Stroman for at
Ross closed a seven percent for Meredith and Carmel least 20 seconds.
“I think we did everything
deficit from last week’s general Matin,” Kirchhofer said. “I
election, where she came in don’t know what I’m going we could,” Cain said, reflecting
second to Drew Kirchhofer. to do from here. I’m going to on the experience after she
Ross will become t he f irst reevaluate my options, but I’m gained her composure. “It
female student body president open to the idea of running in goes to show that every vote
matters. People sometimes
in six years.
the future.”
A nd wh i le m a ny of her
A lex St roma n won t he don’t realize how much they
supporters said they always student body vice presidency can do with their vote.”
The final runoff tally might
believed she’d be student body Tuesday night, capt uring
president, Ross said she didn’t 12 more votes than Taylor be the closest race in the
think so.
Cain in one of the closest SG university’s history. Stroman
“Before I ran for student elections in the university’s captured 50.16 percent of the
vote to Cain’s 49.84 percent.
body president, I had to make history.
sure I was the right person
But soon after the results Vo t e t a l l ie s f r o m y e a r s
for the right time,” Ross said. were announced, he didn’t past were not immediately
“I d id n’t even k now u nt il look happy. He stood less available, but Jerry Brewer,
December that I wanted to do than 10 feet away from Taylor associate vice president for
this.”
Cain, waiting for her to finish student affairs, said no race
has been this close since his
After the inauguration, Ross embracing her mother.
Keri Goff/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
said her top priority will be
He knew she was taking arrival to the university in
to continue initiatives from the loss hard, and he knew it 1980.
Top: Vice President-elect Alex Stroman stands with his
“No, I do not remember campaign manager, Hakeem Jefferson, as he calls family
Andrew Gaeckle’s presidency.
could have just as easily been
“I want to make sure we him.
and friends to announce his win. Bottom: Meredith Ross
have a smooth transition and
“ Ta y l o r C a i n i s m y
and Alex Stroman discuss working together in the future.
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The Gamecocks battle the
Kentucky Wildcats tonight
at 7 p.m. for the No. 1
spot in the SEC East.

See page 10

THE MIX

The guys who brought
you “Jizz In My Pants”
release their first album.
But is it really worth what
you pay for it?

See page 7

VIEWPOINTS
Are you
really upset
about rising
tuition and
budget
cuts? How MICHAEL
about we BAUMANN
Fourth-year
try going on political
strike from science
student
school?

1874

Mrs. USA talks body image

See page 4

Gunter discusses eating disorders
as treatable mental illnesses, offers
campus resources, information

Online Exclusive

SG
09
NEWS ONLINE
Check out an exclusive
reaction video from all
four executive candidates.
Staff Writer Josh Dawsey
talks about covering the
results Tuesday evening in
an audio slideshow.
VIEWPOINTS ONLINE
Check out our onlineonly columns from Aaron
Gadbury and Travis May.

www.dailygamecock.com

Sarah Peterman
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Steel plates, traffic and roadside construction make
driving difficult as city works to update water pipelines.

City waterline repairs
increase safety, traﬃc
Motorists deal with
conditions as oﬃcials
work to improve roads
Chris Curtis

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Drive through Columbia
along Assembly Street and
one will pass over many black
metal plates and may sit in

construction traffic.
This traffic is a trade
for what could be a major
increase in public safety.
T he con st r uc t ion is
part of Columbia’s water
main rehabilitation and fire
hydrant improvement project
along Assembly Street and
throughout Columbia. It
involves cleaning out and
relining existing waterlines,
ROADS ● 4

M rs. USA spoke to a sma l l c rowd
Tuesday evening in the Health Sciences
Building about body image issues and
eat i ng d i sorder s , a nd over h a l f t he
audience said they knew someone who had
suffered from an eating disorder.
Leah Robl / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Dr. G a r ia ne Gu nter ’s plat for m is
decreasing the stigma of mental illness.
Mrs. America speaks to students Tuesday
“These are not extreme diets,” Gunter night about body issues and eating disorders.
said. “Eating disorders are deadly.”
G u nt e r ’s s t y le w a s i n f o r m a l a nd creates and perpetuates false expectations
interactive, and she continually engaged of beauty.
“Stereotypes are being fed to children
the audience.
Gu nter said eat ing disorders, such before they’re even aware of what’s going
as anorexia and bulimia, are common on,” Gunter said. “There is no normal,
and fall under the categor y of mental but there is healthy. You’re not trying to
illness, because there is a psychological fit some mold because there is no mold.”
Gunter was also sure to highlight ways
component that goes along with a person’s
to identify signs of an eating disorder. She
desire to control their eating habits.
Eat i ng d isorder s have t he h ighe st said noticing the subtle signs and helping
mor talit y rate of a ny mental ill ness, your friends to get help early are crucial.
including bipolar disorder, schizophrenia She also highlighted campus resources,
such as the counseling center and the
and obsessive-compulsive disorder.
Gunter used images of G.I. Joes and registered dietician, who can help people
Barbie Dolls to illustrate how the media
IMAGE ● 4
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Who said it?
• An Ash Wednesday service
sponsored by Carolina
Campus Ministries will be
held today in the Rutledge
Chapel at 12:15 p.m. The
i nterdenom i nat iona l
ser v ice w ill include
readings, prayers and the
imposition of ashes.
• The deadline for
submitting nominations
for students to qualify for
Senior Awards is today at 4
p.m. and application must
be submitted by March 6
at 4 p.m. Nomination and
applications are available at
www.sg.sc.edu/apps.htm.
For more information, call
(803) 777-6688.
• The Facilities Department
a n nou nced it s 20 08
Employee of the Year Ann
Der r ic k , con st r uc t ion
project ma nager a nd
a 19 8 7 U S C C i v i l
Eng i neer i ng g raduate;
2008 Runner-up Employee
of the Year Ben Urbates,
plu mbing super v isor;
2008 Employees of t he
Fourt h Quarter: Rust y
Austin, electrician; Debbie
C a u l e y, m a i n t e n a n c e
administrative assistant;
To m m y Fa l l a w,
l a nd s c api n g m a n a g er ;
Barb McGee, Call Center
supervisor; and Hampton
Sumter, grounds keeper.

“I want it to be very clear
that I do know how hard I
make it to appreciate me,
often.”
A) Lindsay Lohan
B) Michael Moore
C) Sean Penn
D) Gov. Mark Sanford
E) Sheriff Leon Lott
Log onto www.dailygamecock.
com to cast your votes!
Last week’s answer:
“I knew we weren’t taking
Tic Tacs.”
Alex Rodriguez

— Compiled by News Editor
Liz Segrist

Crime Report
TUESDAY, FEB. 17
Simple larceny
Swearingen Engineering
Center, 315 Main St.
Two copper pipes about
10 feet long and a huge
metal bookcase were placed
on t he bu ild i ng’s dock
for USC staff to recycle.
They were stolen and USC
recycling staff said they
didn’t pick the items up.
Estimated value: $150
Reporting officer: Ronald
Millhouse
THURSDAY, FEB. 19
Assault, simple assault,
battery, 2:56 p.m.
Russell House Pat io,

1400 Greene St.
An officer arrived on the
scene because two students
were fighting on the RH
p at io d u r i n g a p u b l ic
religious forum. Neither
the victim nor the subject
wished to pressed charges,
but bot h were issued
student disciplines.
Reporting offi cer: William
Jones
FRIDAY, FEB. 20
D i s o rd e r l y c o n d u c t ,
public disorderly conduct,
2:53 a.m.
Intersection of Greene
and Barnwell streets
The officer responded
to a call box activation.

Up o n a r r i v i n g a t t h e
scene, he found there was
no response from the box,
but saw three white males
walking near it and noticed
that one man was unsteady
on his feet. This man and
another started running,
but one was detained. The
male that did not run was
released after questioning.
The detained subject had
cuts from falling, slurred
speech and smelled strongly
of alcohol. Brent Nilsen
was arrested after receiving
medical help for the cuts.
Reporting officer: Mark
Harrelson
— Compiled by News
Editor Liz Segrist

Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

IHOP celebrates its annual Free Pancake Day in which anyone could receive three
buttermilk pancakes. All donations went toward The Children’s Miracle Network.

Local
South Carolina’s prison
director said Tuesday he’s
drafted plans that call for the
early release of nonviolent
inmates as a last resort in
dealing with a $39 million
budget deficit.
Corrections Department
D i r e c t o r Jo n O z m i nt ’s
problems have come from
years of underfunding prisons
exacerbated the state slashing
$1 billion from spending by
various agencies since July as
the recession slammed the $7
billion budget.
Ozmint told the state’s
budget oversight board about
the shortfall as the Senate’s
budget subcom m it tees
began meeting to discuss
their version of the state’s
budget. The House Ways and
Means Committee last week
approved a spending plan
that uses about $1 billion in
federal stimulus cash, mostly
for colleges and health care
programs.
That proposal puts more
than $45 million more into
Corrections’ $304 million
budget to avoid a deficit for
the fiscal year that begins
July 1.
Ozmint said he could take
care of the current fiscal year’s
shortfall by shuttering four
prisons, but that would leave
inmates living three to a cell,
jeopardize safety and likely
bring federal intervention
that ultimately could force
early release of prisoners.
The state’s medium and
maximum security prisons
already run at 104 percent or
more of capacity and below
a level likely to bring court
scrutiny, Ozmint said.

National

World

NEW ORLE ANS — A n
infant and at least five other
people were shot Tuesday
along a parade route packed
with Mardi Gras revelers,
police said. Two suspects
were in custody a nd t he
victims were recovering.
The shootings happened
near the Garden District
about 1:40 p.m. after the
last major parade of t he
celebration, Rex, had ended.
Hundreds of truck f loats
that follow the parade were
passing when gunfi re broke
out.
“It sounded like a string
of fireworks, so I knew it was
more than one shooter,” said
Toni Labat, 29, a window
company manager. She was
w it h her t wo children, a
2-year-old boy and a 10-yearold girl.
“Everybody was petrified.
They hit the ground, the
f loats stopped, everybody
on the floats ducked,” Labat
said.
Labat said one ma n
d r agged h i m sel f on t he
ground screaming for help
after being wounded and
another man was gasping
for air and bleeding from his
mouth.
Pol ice spokesma n Bob
Young said the victims were
t a ken to local hospit als.
The infant was grazed by a
bullet and not seriously hurt,
Young said.
Dr. Jim Parry, 41, a surgeon
who was with a gathering of
doctors near the shooting
site, ran over to tend to one
man who he said had been
shot in the abdomen. “He
kept asking me, ‘Was I shot?
Was I shot?’”

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
— A British bishop whose
den ia l of t he Holocau st
embroi led t he pope i n
controversy left Argentina
Tuesday after the government
ordered him out, calling his
statements “an insult” to
humanity.
A local television station
showed Richard Williamson
angrily pushing the reporter
as he hurried to catch his
flight to London.
Argentina’s government
on Thursday ordered the
traditionalist Catholic bishop
to leave the country or face
expulsion for failing to declare
a job change as required by
immigration law. The order
also cited his denials of the
Holocaust.
Pope Benedict XVI sought
last month to help heal a rift
with ultra-tradit ionalists
by l if t i ng a 20 -yea r- old
excommu nicat ion decree
imposed on Williamson and
three other bishops who had
been consecrated without
Vatican approval.
T h e p o p e’s a c t i o n
i m m e d i at e l y c au s e d a n
uproar among Jewish groups.
Swedish state television last
month broadcast a November
interview in which the British
bishop asserted that no Jews
were g a s sed du r i ng t he
Holocaust and only 200,000
to 300,000 were killed, not 6
million.
T he A nt i-Def a m at ion
League also found records
of embarrassing speeches
and letters by Williamson
when he was based earlier at a
seminary in Winona, Minn.

—The Associated Press
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one being that close,” Brewer said. “That’s just
a great example that every vote counts.”
After the divisive race, Stroman said his
first priority would be to ensure a smooth
transition from this year’s government to next
year’s.
“My challenge now is to convince the other
49.84 percent of students to support me,”
Stroman said. “First, I want to get the Senate
in shape, and then all of the other priorities
will come into place. We just need to set the
tone that we’re here to work for the students,
and I know we’re going to start off good and
finish well.”
Cain said she had no plans to appeal the
results.
“No,” Cain said when asked if she thought
there was any election tainting. “I know it’s
right.”
While she plans to remain in USC’s student
government, Cain ruled out running for an
executive office in the future.
“I will never run for anything again,” Cain
said. “This was my one shot, and this is it for
me. It’s been a great experience, and I’m so
thankful that I did this. But I am done now.”

who are struggling with eating disorders or body
image issues.
Gunter’s title as Mrs. USA has allowed her
to bring more awareness to this issue and given
her access to more audiences to talk about the
importance of having a good body image. She
decided to compete when reflecting on how she
encourages her psychiatry patients to go for
their dreams and push themselves and knew she
needed to extend the challenge to herself.
This spring, Gunter will tour around the
countr y to continue educating others about
mental illnesses in hopes of helping people
better understand them and eliminating the
misconceptions and stigmas associated with
them.
“It’s great to be able to do this on a national
level,” Gunter said. “I’m excited to educate
people across the nation and have a broader
scope than South Carolina.”
Gu nter is cu rrent ly in her t h ird year of
residency with Palmetto Health. She lives in
Batesburg-Leesville with her husband, Tracy,
and their three-year-old, Isabella. Both Gunter
and her husband, who was her middle school
sweetheart, were USC grads.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu

Eating Disorder Stats
•
•
•

81 percent of 10-year-old girls are afraid of being fat.
80 percent of 13-year-old girls want to be slimmer.
In females ages 15-24 who are struggling with
anorexia, the death rate is 12 times higher than any
other cause of death, including car accidents and
suicide.

ROADS ● Continued from 1
replacing water valves and
connectors and replacing
old and installing new fire
hydrants.
“The lines are old, some of
them 30 or 40 years old,” said
Tim Socks, Columbia’s utility
inspector. “Cleaning out the
existing lines will increase
water f low, provide better
water quality and increase fire
protection.”
The construction, which
i nc lu d e s e x c a v at i n g t he
ground, landing steel casings,
hauling away debris, paving
the asphalt and concrete and
later repairing the streets, is
part of the ongoing project
that’s expected to take the rest
of this year to complete.
T he con st r uc t ion w i l l
eventually reach the crosswalk
at Whaley Street and then
move down Huger Street to
Catawba Street. Socks said the
city is looking into running
the water main project up
Gervais Street from the river
to Millwood Avenue if the

BLU
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–Source: Mrs. USA, Dr. Gariane Gunter

funding is available.
Columbia Cit y Council
gave the water main project,
known as Project #WM4143,
final approval on Sep. 3, 2008.
Carolina Tap and Bore, of
West Columbia, is performing
the project. They awarded it
with a bid of $3,300,000. The
money comes from the Water
Improvement Fund.
“The road conditions are
really bad,” said Kathy Rabon,
a second-year print journalism
student, referring to the area
around the black metal plates.
“I am terrified I am going to
blow a tire.”
The ubiquitous black steel
plates along Assembly Street
are the access points to the
waterlines, connectors and
valves. The plates are removed
as the project completes each
section of the road. The access
points are then filled with a
special mix called flow-fill,
wh ich set s it self w it hout
tramping, and then the road
is paved.
Ta y l o r C a u g h m a n , a

second-year history student,
said he thinks the plates are
dangerous.
“E spec ia l ly at n ight ,
ref lective strips would be
helpf ul,” Caughman said.
“There are never any signs
warning you’re about to drive
over a plate.”
Socks said unfortunately
the plates are a necessary part
of the ongoing work, but they
are completely safe.
Brick Lewis, spokesman for
the City of Columbia Police
Department, said other than
extra traffic along Assembly
Street, there have not been any
reported accidents or incidents
due to the road construction.
Ryan Brei, a t hird-year
ph i lo s ophy a nd E n gl i s h
student, said although the
number of metal plates seems
excessive, it doesn’t bother
him.
“Drivers in Columbia need
to learn patience,” Brei said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Hottie triage
nurse only
reason for ER

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Waiting times, lack
of urgency makes for
excruciating hospital visit
Synonyms for emergency:
plight, distress, predicament.
All of these words inspire a
type of reaction in a person.
Normally, a reaction to an
emergency or predicament
would include some sense of
urgency. This response seems
to be changing in hospitals.
Last Wednesday night. I had
been having some continuous
chest pa i n but had never
really thought
too much of
it . T h e n , o n
We d n e s d a y
night, my left
arm went numb.
A fter much
consu lt at ion
of my mot her
RACHEL
and WebMD, I
WRIGHT
decided it was in
Third-year
my best interest
English
to go to the ER.
student
Now, before
I go any further, I want to
discuss an emergency room. In
my mind, an emergency room
is somewhere where people go
who are in extreme distress
and need emergency medical
attention. I understand that
not everyone who shows up
in the emergency room needs
immediate medical attention,
but there are many that do.
I walked up to the front desk
of the ER and filled out an
information card. Then, the
receptionist asked me about
my symptoms. I told her I was
having chest pain with left arm
numbness and tingling. In my
experience watching shows like
ER, the doctors usually treat
people with chest pain very
quickly. Not so in my case.
I was told to go sit in the
waiting room. My roommate
and I sat next to a poor lady in
a wheelchair who was obviously
in very bad shape. We later
found out that she was brought
in by ambulance, and when she
arrived, they wheeled her out
into the waiting room. When
I found this out, I knew my
chances of dying were high.
Fi na l ly, af ter about 45
minutes, an extremely attractive
triage nurse called me back
to get my history. After he
took my blood pressure and
temperature, he sent me back
to the waiting room. At this
point, I was convinced that
both the triage nurse and the
receptionist both had magical
diagnosis powers which allowed
them the ability to mentally
listen to my heart in order to
determine that I was not going
to die of a massive coronary.
After a total of two hours, I
was called back for a chest X-ray.
This was progress. However, I
was still a bit concerned that
not a single person had listened
to my heart. I suppose it was
encouraging to the ER staff
that I had not yet collapsed on
the floor, as i was still waiting.
By the time 3 a.m. rolled
around, I decided that feigning
a dramat ic chest-grasping
collapse would be my only way
to an EKG, and, if I was lucky,
my triage nurse would have
to put me on the gurney. My
roommate convinced me that
this would be a bad idea.
After another hour, I decided
dying in my own bed was a lot
better than dying in a waiting
room that smelled like bleach
and Bojangles. So, we left.
Luckily, I I didn’t die. It is
concerning to me that the ER
staff seemed to show no sense
of urgency or concern when
dealing with patients who had
seemingly serious symptoms.
ER staff should show more
urgency when dealing with
their patients. This would
make the ER “experience” a bit
more bearable and much less
frustrating.

AMANDA DAVIS
News Editor

Students: It’s time for a strike
Setting up picket lines
could make greater
difference than lobby
The economic crisis has
hit our university hard, to be
sure. Student Government’s
response to lobby st ate
legislators for more money is
a noble and well-conceived
response,
but, I fear, it
is doomed to
failure.
We, a s
students,
represent
only a few
MICHAEL
thousand
BAUMANN
votes, si nce
Third-year
m a ny of u s
political
are eit her
sciences
f rom out of
student
state or don’t
vote at all. We’re wort h
next to nothing in terms
of ca mpa ig n f i na nce or
manpower, and, worst of all,
the grown-ups who work
up Sumter Street from the
Horseshoe will, most likely,
view our lobbying as a quaint
and amusing effort from a
group of ambitious children.
But it’s a start.
W hen I was an editor
at The Daily Gamecock,
we worked hard for long
hours — the editor-in-chief
and certain section editors
probably put in more 30
hours a week or more, on
top of classes and whatever
other jobs they need to hold

down to pay for gas, rent and
food. Editor Brad Maxwell
told me he has about 45 paid
staffers and only $19,000 a
semester to pay them with.
Staff writers and copy editors
sometimes work 15 hours a
week for a biweekly paycheck
of $30 or less. To call that
sum a pittance would be an
understatement.
So I suggested to thened itor-i n-ch ief Jack ie
A lexander that we go on
strike until Student Media
paid us more. I was halfjok ing, and the idea was
laughed off, but I think it’s
a tactic that could work on a
university-wide scale.
I m a g i n e i f 17, 0 0 0
undergraduates refused to
pay their bills or show up
for class. Imagine the media
circus t hat would cause
and the attention it would
draw to a population that
only wants its programs and
scholarships to be preserved.
What if the faculty joined
us? A f ter all, wit h USC
hemorrhaging non-tenured
professors, our instructors
have just as big a stake in
keeping the university wellfunded as we do, if not a
bigger one. What if students
at Clemson, S.C. State and
Winthrop joined us? Now
we’re talking about almost
50,000 voices.
I grew up in a suburban
New Jersey town of about
28,0 0 0 people. My dad
said that if you could get

50 people at a tow nship
committee meeting and have
them stand up and gripe,
t hey ’d do a ny t h i ng you
wanted. And sure enough,
when something bothered
the good townsfolk enough,
whether it was a new WalMar t, or t hey needed a
new road or stop light, 50
people would stand up and
gripe and, sure enough, the
township committee would
bend over backwards to shut
them up.
Wit hin t he universit y
sett ing, we, as st udents,
hold an immense amount of
power that we all too often
fail to exercise. If we stood up
as one voice and said, in the
immortal words of Twisted
Sister, “We’re not going to
take it anymore!” we could
get just about anything we
wanted from a university
administration and a state
legislature for whom civil
unrest, and bad press are the
devil itself.
Before you f ill t he
com ment boa rds w it h
scathing remarks about my
naïveté, I realize that this
will never happen. Getting
17,0 0 0 people to act on
something they agree on
is hard enough, let alone
a population of disparate
opinions, most of whom are
too buried in books, liquor
bottles or football to give a
crap anyway.
But if we did, it would
certainly be a sight to see.

IN YOUR OPINION
In response to Andrew
Cederdahl’s letter on
Feb. 23
Mr. Cederdahl,
While I encourage the
opinions of the student
body and love to hear the
points of view given by
fellow senators-elect, I am
appalled by your personal
attack against a member
of the senate.
I am concer ned t hat
you are listening to one
side of the Frank Avery
story, and are therefore
f e e d i n g i nt o l ie s a nd
overall rumors about what
d id or d id not happen
in the Senate Chambers
last Wednesday. Nor do I
think it is your business.
I understand you are a
st udent, a nd t herefore
w i s h t o h ave a n s wer s
regarding why Mr. Avery
did not get appointed,
and I can tell you right
now that it has nothing
to do with his religious
views. The student senate
had a number of hearings
with Mr. Avery, and while
his views were brought
up, t hey were never
considered in part of our
voting.
Pe r s o n a l l y, I w a s
appalled by the disrespect

and overall composure of
Mr. Avery’s presentation
in inter views and
during the hearing last
Wednesday. I fi nd that a
lot of my peers on Senate
felt the same way. How
can we expect someone to
respect the student body
when he ca n not even
respect the people he is
interviewing with?
Ye s , M r. Aver y i s a
very talented and capable
guy, but his appointment
would have compromised
the dignity of the overall
Student Government that
I am proud to be a part of.
I am sorry if you feel that
it is your personal mission
t o a d v o c a t e f o r M r.
Aver y, but do you even
know him? Furthermore,
we r e y ou e v e n at t he
meetings regarding this
appointment or Senate on
Wednesday?
If you were, then you
would have seen that there
wa s never a t i me t hat
his religion was brought
up except for when Mr.
Aver y himself brought
it up. T h i ng s happen,
people vote the way that
they did and Mr. Avery
did not get appointed. We
are not in high school, but
are adults who make our
own decisions and I am

not going to protect his
feelings just because he
should or should not get
voted in. This personal
attack against the Senate
is unjustified, and frankly
I feel t hat no Senator
should have to apologize
for what happened there.
I send out my personal
apologizes to Mr. Avery
for having to think that
we voted no because of
his religious beliefs, and
Mr. Avery I am sorry that
your appointment did not
come.
Howe ver, I w i l l not
apologize or justif y our
actions to someone who
has attacked a family of
people that he will soon
be a part of. I am sorry
that you have to enter the
Senate Cha mbers i n a
couple of weeks being so
disrespectful to your own
colleagues as Mr. Avery
was to us. Please let go
of this matter, as it does
not concern you and is
a matter of the current
Senate.
Thank you,

Katie Haswell
Second-year journalism
student
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Copy Desk Chief
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Slim election margin
proves that votes matter
Twelve is not a particularly spectacular number.
Think about it — it’s not big enough to be a teen, yet too
small to be a single digit. There is nothing that really sticks
out about the number. It was, however, the perfect number
for incoming Student Body Vice President Alex Stroman.
Stroman beat out fellow student senator Taylor Cain for
Student Government’s second-highest position by a mere
12 votes. And considering more than 3700 students voted
in the elections, 12 votes is
an incredibly small margin.
Maybe 12 is a little more
significant than we think.
First, it proves that every
single student who voted
held tremendous power in
selecting the two officers.
Yes, for once, our votes
actually mattered. Imagine
— another 13 votes could
have swung the decision in
a completely different direction.
The number 12 also proved another thing. That e-mail
that no one got last week for the first round of elections?
Well it mattered too. The student vote is the student voice.
Last week, some of the voices weren’t heard, and we will
never know what difference it would have made. When
the e-mail and publicity were done correctly this week, it
clearly made a difference. Just ask Stroman.
We close with a challenge for Stroman and his future
president, Meredith Ross. Remember how close this
election was, and use that as motivation to prove you were
the right people for the job.

Another 13 votes
could have swung
the decision in a
completely different
direction.

CORRECTIONS
In Tuesday’s edition, the Viewpoints page was incorrect.
The correct columns and staff editorial can be viewed online
at www.dailygamecock.com under the archives tab. The
Daily Gamecock regrets this error.
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s p age
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“I opened the door for a lot of people, and they just ran
through and left me holding the knob.”
— Bo Diddley
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Ludo set to headline New Brookland
Following departure of bassist,
pop rock band attains positive vibe,
continues last leg of tour
Haley Dreis

STAFF WRITER

“Ludo”

Upcoming Shows: New Brookland Tavern
Price: $14
As part of a heated tour with pop/punk
bands Sing It Loud, This Providence and
The Morning Light, headliner Ludo will be
taking the stage at New Brookland Tavern
tonight at 7:30 p.m.
Since they last checked in with the Daily
Gamecock this past summer, Ludo members
Andrew Volpe (vocals, guitar), Tim Ferrell
(guitar, vocals), Time Convy (moog, keys,
vocals) and Matt Palermo (drums, vocals)
have been keeping busy.
T he y e mb a rk e d o n Wa r p e d Tou r,
headlined a tour down South, and shared the
stage with pop/punk band Relient K. Former
member and bassist Marshall Fanciullo also
left the band in October.
“It’s a different vibe with the four of us
but it’s defi nitely positive,” Convy said. “In
terms of how we write and do everything it’s
always kind of come down to the four of us
anyway.”
Conv y said that traveling together in
tight quarters of their van nearly 24/7 has
developed a unique relationship.

“We’re kind of on top of each other at
all times,” Convoy said. “It’s a very weird
relat ionsh ip a nd it’s hard to put it in
perspective. You’re each other’s business
partners, you’re each other’s friends, you’re
creating art together, you’re roommates ...
You definitely have to work at it ... but we’ve
been doing it long enough that we kind of
know how to work together.”
Ludo’s playful and entertainingly sarcastic
demeanor is most evident in their hits “Love
Me Dead” and “Go-Getter Greg.” Convy
said to expect a more spontaneous and
energetic vibe at their live performance.
But he admits that performing live shows
five nights per week can be a challenge.
“It’s up to us to make sure it doesn’t get
monotonous,” Convy said. “People like to
hear certain songs, we have to play those, but
it’s kind of up to us to mix up other songs…
Because if we’re not enjoying it than it’s
going to be hard for other people to enjoy
it.”
Convy said he still enjoys playing their
more popular hit “Love Me Dead,” off their
most recent record “You’re Awful, I Love
You” (Island Records, 2008).
“It’s fun to play it because of the reaction
that people give for it,” Convy said.
With a few weeks left on their East Coast
tour, Ludo expects to begin writing and
working on a new record in the next few
months. Convy said the band is enjoying
their current tour with lots of high-energy
pa r t ic ipat ion, g ue st appea ra nce s a nd
collaborative efforts.
“This tour has been a lot of fun because
it’s bunch of guys who know each other,”
Convy said. “And then Morning Light kind
of fit right in. It’s really been a lot of fun ...
The first night everyone was already in gear.

Courtesy of Ludo

Four of Ludo’s original five members will play at New Brookland Tavern tonight at 7:30 p.m.
I think that shows on stage and just with the
whole shows.”
In addition to performing songs from
their most recent album, Ludo has been
playing a lot of songs from their other
two releases, including self-titled “Ludo”
(Redbird Records, 2004), and “Broken Bride”
(Redbird Records, 2005). On some nights

they also mix it up with an acoustic set.
Convoy said to expect a longer set of songs
tonight.
“If we’re doing things right then we don’t
really know what to expect,” Convoy said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

‘Incredibad’ impresses with ingenuity
The Lonely Island pokes
fun at modern music
with debut album
Chris Secrest

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Nanotechnology’s beneﬁts must be
weighed against unknown dangers

The Lonely Island
NOW IN STORES

★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

In a recent conversation
with a close friend, the issue
of music criticism came to the
forefront. It was agreed upon,
rat her emphat ically, t hat
the composition of a song,
with regard to its melodic
structure and lyrical content,
could easily be evaluated and
ranked amongst other songs
according to the same scale.
So too, then, would albums
be graded in a similar fashion,
focusing primarily on the
manner in which it portrayed
principal themes and their
distinct juxtaposition. But this
lighthearted dialogue was not
the source of my frustration.
Instead, a dilemma presented
itself when “comedy” as a
genre was mentioned. How
could something as subjective
as a joke be disassembled and
examined? I would propose
that humor — and therefore,
T h e L o n e l y I s l a n d ’s
“Incredibad” — is not exempt
from the same procedure of
analytical thought.
T he L o nel y I s l a nd i s
comprised of Saturday Night
Live’s Andy Samberg, along
w it h A k iva Schaf fer and
Jorma Taccone, both of whom
are writers for the famous
sketch show. They founded
the group in 2001 and began
to after producing a series of
viral videos, which lead to
the creation of a television
pilot with Fox, which was
eventually passed on.
A f ter being hired by
SN L , t he boys h it t heir
stride in creating several
hilarious digital shorts. With
I ncred ibad, T he Lonely
Island proves undoubtedly
that they are able to match
Weird A l’s pencha nt for
s o c i a l l y rele v a nt , w it t y

Courtesy of The Lonely Island

The Lonely Island debuts its first album “Incredibad.”
lyricism. In fact, The Lonely
Island handily personifies
Yankovic ’s warped vision
of white and nerdy singersongwriters. Even describing
t he i r ac t a s a g r oup of
“singer-songwriters” would
be a supreme disservice to the
young comedy troupe.
Rat her, on I ncredibad,
they effectively channel the
boisterous style of comedy
popularized by Blink-182 .
Much like the juvenile band
that took off its pants and
jacket, The Lonely Island
employs a similar style of
outrageous imagery. This
is easily recognizable in the
song “Like a Boss,” where
Samburg uses grat uitous
humor to express his authority
over others. A bombastic
breakdown of radio-friendly
ideals is presented in the song
“On a Boat,” where Samburg
and Schaffer mock current
trends in hip-hop by having
an auto-tuned T-Pain admit
to unspeakable acts simply
because they can. It becomes
clear, however, that the songs
aren’t entirely shallow in
their aim to shock and awe.
Behind their boyish exploits
can be found surprisingly
well-organized narratives,
reminiscent of The Beastie
Boys. The listener can be
certain of this with songs
like “Jizz in my Pants” or
“Boombox” which rely on
unfolding stor ylines and
huddled anticipation to relay
the entertainment.

Their widespread appeal
is not limited to the average
v ie we r w it h a p e r s o n a l
computer. Upon inspection
of the credits for Incredibad,
one immediately discovers
the opposite to be true. In
fact, The Lonely Island has
attracted an astonishing list of
artists and celebrities to make
contributions to the album,
some of them more substantial
than others. Some of the
more memorable renditions
include an absolutely sick rap
by E-40 in “Santana DVX”
and an eye-opening explosion
from Natalie Portman, who
shatters expectations based
on her public persona. Low
points of the album include
all of the interludes (which
are woef ully boring) and
songs that were better suited
to a visual medium. The latter
category includes “Ras Trent,”
from which a visual gag is
sorely missed. Unfortunately,
there are numbers that do
not hit on any criteria and fall
short in all aspects, including
a poor Jack Black guest spot
that would be embarrassing
to anyone.
O ver a l l, “ I nc red ibad”
d isplay s a br ight f ut u re
ahead for The Lonely Island,
despite featuring a handful of
undercooked ideas. Instead,
believe me when I say: it’s not
worth the price you pay.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Columbia seems like a relic from a time
long past. Walking into the Horseshoe is
about as close as you can get to walking
back into the 19th century. There are
photographs of the Horseshoe when it
was fi rst being built hanging around the
Russell House . It doesn’t
look much different.
T hat was on ly a l it t le
over one hu nd red yea r s
ago. That may seem like
a long time, but it’s really
just a long lifetime. Makes
me wonder: what will occur
JOSH CALL
in our lifetime? What will
Third-year
we be look ing back onto
interwhen we are the old and the
disciplinary
wise?
student
T he f ut u re , howe ver,
is even more dif f icult to
predict than the weather. We can only
see glimpses of potential here and there,
a brief glimmer of new wonders coming
over the horizon before they are here to
change our lives for better or for worse.
Yes, the most ambivalent part of our
f ut u re is whet her ou r tech nolog ie s
will save us or destroy us. We all know
technology will only continue to change
us— and it is changing us at an ever
increasing rate. Just thirt y years ago,
PCs, cellphones, and the Internet were
nonex istent. But t he resu lt of t hese
changes is completely up to us.
If there is one lesson that the twentieth
century taught this world, it is that our
technologies hold as much danger as they
hold miraculous benefits. If you’ve walked
into the Jones Science building in the
past few weeks, you probably saw the nice
“Warning Asbestos” signs. It is a painful
reminder that many technologies heralded
as miracles—DDT, Asbestos, Nuclear
tech nolog y— of ten hold u nforeseen
danger, especially when placed in the
wrong hands.
I n last week’s art icle, I ment ioned
some of the miraculous potentials of
nanotech nolog y. But like nuclear or
biological technology, nanotechnology
holds just as much danger as it does. For
ever y amazing application, there is a
weapon or an environmentally devastating
potential.
Take nanoparticles, the center of most
nanotech research now. They are already
being used in sunscreens and car paints
among other things. But we have very

little idea of what potentials the materials
have. Because they are so small, they
could have hidden dangers. The reason
asbestos is so dangerous is because it
consists of a super thin molecule that
is also very long, like microscopic rods.
When you breathe them in they enter
the lungs but then get caught, causing
a cancer known as mesothelioma . Its
unique molecular structure allowed for
such unique consequences. Nanomaterials
are built on a molecular level into specific
shapes as well. There is potential for
unintended results just like with asbestos.
However, the scariest thing is that these
materials are so variable, with so many
factors—size, shape, number, t ype of
atom s — a l l cha ng i ng t he way t he se
materials interact with other molecules.
A s env i ron ment a l et h ic i st K e v i n
Elliott , philosophy dept., said, “It would
be par t icu larly u nfor t u nate if many
nanomaterials had significant toxicity and
if there were so many different factors
that influenced their toxicity that it would
be difficult to predict it in advance or
to reliably predict how to mitigate it.”
There’s just no telling what these things
may do. If we test one k ind, the next
kind with a slight difference may have
completely different results. It would
make for a regulatory nightmare with an
enormous of dangerous materials slipping
through.
Still, Elliott is hopeful that nanomaterials
will revolutionize our energy sources, as
it provides more efficient and less costly
alternatives. This duality, an uncertain
balance between amazing benefits and
disastrous consequences, is what defi nes
all technology today. People like Elliott
have their hands full trying to sort out
our uncertain and potentially disastrous
future.
Projecting this idea out into the rest
of our lifetimes, futurists and thinkers
have mused over our potential fates. The
futurist Ray Kurzweil , predicts a world
beyond our wildest dreams, called “the
singularity,” in which humans use their
technology to transcend themselves and
remake the world. He says there are three
“bridges” to this future: biotechnology,
nanotechnology, and robotics/artificial
intelligence. He is countered by Bill Joy,
co-founder of Sun Microsystems , who
in an article entitled “Why the Future
Doesn’t Need Us” declared that these
technologies, particularly nanotechnology,
would empower individuals to wreak
havoc on t he world. One t hing he is
particularly afraid of is the “gray goo”
scen a r io, i n wh ic h sel f-repl ic at i ng
TECH ● 8

THE

MIX

TECH ● Continued from 7

Attend our recruitment presentation and discover why
the Disney College Program is an opportunity you
just can’t miss!

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
AT COLUMBIA
Thursday, February 26
@ 12:00 PM and 5:00 PM
Moore School of Business - Room 602B

Recruiting for the Walt Disney World® Resort near Orlando, FL
and the Disneyland® Resort in Anaheim, CA
Apply online prior to attending the presentation or if you are unable to attend,
view an E-Presentation

nanomachines replicate uncontrollably like
a cancer, consuming everything around
them and reducing the world in a gray
gooey mass of microscopic machines.
Most academics say that such claims are a
bit far-fetched.
Computer historian Joseph November,
histor y dept., said that he f inds “more
alarming Bill Joy’s prediction that nanotech
w o u ld e n a b le s m a l l g r o u p s o r e v e n
individuals to cause an enormous amount
of destruction.” But, he points out, “similar
claims were made about the potential threat
of computer viruses or security failures, but
the damage they’ve done is containable and
is far outweighed by the benefits of living in
a computerized world.”
Likewise, Elliott responds that he’s “not
particularly concerned about most of the
worries raised” by Kurzweil and Joy but that
he does “think that they raise a significant
issue, however, which is the question of how

Mix Writers Meetings
Every Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
Russell House Rm 341
to develop adequate governance strategies
for handling fast-moving technological
changes.”
Clearly we have a lot on our hands.
That is why we pay people like Elliott and
November to think about this stuff. It’s a
bit much for me to wrap my head around
sometimes. It is much easier to just sit in
the Horseshoe and look at all the run down
old buildings and think that perhaps it
will go on forever like this, beautiful days
full of sunshine and the sound of laughter
of our future leaders eating lunch out in
the grassy lawn. But then my cellphone
vibrates in my pocket, interrupting my
contemplation. Inescapable, I think, pushing
the ignore button in frustration. The world
is changing. The path it takes, well that
is up to the future leaders sitting walking
around this place. Do we have what it takes
to handle the challenges that await us?
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

CHARLIE
MURPHY
8 p.m., free
Russell House
Ballroom

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW

TODAY
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
LUDO, SING IT LOUD, THIS PROVIDENCE, THE
MORNING LIGHT
6 p.m., $14
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG
5:30 and 8 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

SENSES FAIL, THE DECADE, FALLEN FROM THE
SKY
7 p.m., $17
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
SHAWN’S BIG LOVE RETRO DANCE NITE
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
ELLEN KLOCHANSKY, EMBEDDED ENERGY
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
701 Center for Contemporar y A rt, 701
Whaley St.

HOROSCOPES

02/25/09

1234567890-=
A RIES

Hide in your
sa nc t u m. Ma ke it a safe
env iron ment so you r
subconscious mind can relax.
There’s an amazing idea in
there.

T AU RU S

Jo i n u p
with a creative group who
share your goals. You can
give them something they’re
going to need. You can help
bring in the money.

GE M I N I

This is
a te st . It is on ly a te st .
Hopefully, you’ve done your
homework. You may get the
chance to sell an outrageous
idea.

CANCER Definitely
launch your magnificent idea
now. Present your proposal
and, of course, start your
cruise or road trip as soon as

possible.

LEO Continue your list
of what you’ll be, do and
have, further down the line.
Give yourself a range.
V IRGO

You can rely,
more and more, on your
valuable partner. The support
she or he brings to your life
is nurturing. Don’t be too
critical of little mistakes.

LIBRA Put your shoulder
into it. Follow through on
your plan. Work’s always
involved in making things
right. Get into it. .

SCORPIO You may
be having so much fun, you
can’t be distracted by chores.
So get someone else to do
them for you.
SAGITTARIUS A
brilliant scheme, conceived

in the privacy of your own
home, propels you to success.
What is this idea? That’s up
to you and your roommates.
That’s where it’s coming
from.

C A PR ICOR N
C h a nge s a re h app en i ng
quickly. It’s imperative to
st ay i nfor med. You love
this kind of excitement, and
you’re good at it.

AQUARIUS Money
will have a tendency to burn
a hole in your pocket. This is
especially true if you haven’t
been shopping for a while. If
you find good deals.

PIS C ES

Don’t t a l k
much about what you have
in mind. Do take notes and
photographs. Capture the
idea in three dimensions if
you can.

ACROSS
1 Boxer tether
6 Beethoven’s
birthplace
10 News bite
14 “Fear of Flying”
author Jong
15 Half of CXIV
16 Auto-racing org.
17 “Songcatcher” costar
19 New walkers
20 Debate again
21 Kern and Robbins
23 Neckline shape
24 Argentine port
25 Haughty look
28 Had been
29 Waistcoats
32 Armed conﬂicts
33 Municipal grp.

61 Harmless cysts

34 Viennese tongue

62 Come to a stop

35 Sale-tag abbr.

63 Ferber and O’Brien

Solutions from 02/24/09

36 Former Georgia
DOWN

senator

02/25/09

for 02/24/09

38 Islands of Indonesia

1 Regan’s father

39 NHL coach

2 Buffalo’s lake

Bowman

3 Verdi classic

41 Ostrich cousin

4 Neck wraps

42 Stuffed shirt

5 Closet item

43 Type of battery

6 Crestfallen

44 Liveliness

7 Egg: pref.

45 Some change

8 Martial arts masters

46 Watercourses for

9 SF gridder

logs

10 Monotone utterer

Blood”

45 College subject

48 Tootsie

11 “Death in Venice”

28 Typist’s stat

47 Dining out

49 Peace pipe

author

30 Fortune card

experiences

51 Bay of Alaska

12 Art Deco artist

31 Social slights

48 Capote’s nickname

55 Orbison and Acuff

13 Big glob

33 Word after school or

49 Bird’s crop

56 “Little Big Man”

18 Can. province

sick

50 First-class

director

22 Black and shiny

34 Wildebeest

51 I’m glad that’s over!

58 Diarist Frank

24 Platte River valley

36 Banjo beat

52 Shaped with an ax

59 Rob of “St. Elmo’s

people

37 Ref’s cohort

53 SSS class.

Fire”

25 Canton folk

40 Screes

54 Conclusions

60 Scattered (seeds)

26 Stupor: pref.

42 Vanilla bean

57 Deuce

27 Star of “Captain

44 Gas in Glasgow
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Gamecocks squeaking by in SEC
Good guard play, team attitude
chief reasons for team’s success
in first-year coach’s big season
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

USC’s men’s basketball team made history
last time it faced Kentucky on the hardwood.
The Gamecocks beat out the Wildcats in
heart-stopping fashion after junior guard
Devan Downey hit a turnaround jumper with
three seconds left on the clock for Carolina’s
first victory at Rupp Arena in over a decade.
Now Kentucky is coming to Columbia to
face USC at 7 p.m. tonight.
As the season progresses it is becoming
clea rer a nd clea rer t hat Ca rol i na has
a penchant for the more dramatic side of
basketball. That side should certainly show its
face when the Wildcats and the Gamecocks
square off with first place in the SEC East on
the line.
Seven of the Gamecocks’ 12 SEC games
have been decided by five points or less and
USC knocked off then No. 19 Baylor on a
buzzer beating shot by senior guard Zam
Frederick on Jan. 2. The team’s ability to
come out on top in close games has certainly
not escaped its coach.
“The one thing we have to give this team
credit for is that they’ve really responded to
every challenge all year long,” Horn said.
“Each game presents a different challenge
and this team has responded to all of them,
they’ve been really good with that.”
The ability to respond to challenges has
put the Gamecocks in an unlikely position as
the Kentucky Wildcats roll into the Colonial
Life Arena tonight. The Gamecocks, who at
this time last year were well out of the SEC
title race, have a chance to be in fi rst place in
the SEC East with a win.
Horn made it a goal to build a program and
history like Kentucky’s when he arrived at
South Carolina. Many USC fans are certain
that their time has finally arrived and the
Gamecocks are becoming the next SEC
basketball powerhouse but Horn wants fans
to remember that it takes more than a season
to build a dynasty.
“The mistake is in thinking that somehow
you’ve skipped steps,” Horn said. “Those
steps are still going to be there, you don’t
learn how to do what I’m talking about, even
if you’re already played for it, in six months
or nine months.”
Horn is plenty aware that he is far from
being in the same realm as Tubby Smith
or Adolph Rupp in regards to building a
program but, at the same time, he realizes

Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior guard Devan Downey attempts to shut down Georgia guard Dustin Ware during Carolina’s Feb. 2 sold-out victory.
that there is something special going on with
the Gamecocks.
“I think we’ve got good kids that want
to win,” Horn said. “I think they’ve got
good toughness. I think that we’ve got good
guard play that especially helps in those close
games. I think that collectively this has been
a group that has worked really hard every day
and had a good attitude.”
Those guards are going to be a key for
USC against Kentucky. The Wildcats boast
the leading candidate for SEC Player of the
Year in Jodie Meeks. Meeks leads the SEC in
points per game and has four of the top five
individual scoring performances this season
in the SEC, including a 54-point outburst

against Tennessee.
Not only do Frederick, Dow ney and
company have to worry about Meeks but
there are plenty of other players on UK’s
roster have the capability to be the catalyst in
a Wildcat win.
“Obviously Jodie Meeks is special,” Horn
said. “There is no one in the country that
has two guys producing at the level that
(Kentuck y) does night in and night out
but still they go 10-deep with various guys
producing.”
“ W h at I ’m wo r r ie d ab o ut m o s t i s
[Kentucky’s] depth,” Horn said.
There is a lot of talk about being in fi rst
place in the SEC East, winning the SEC

tournament and going to the Big Dance for
the Gamecocks. Horn is trying to block out
all of that talk out and get his players to do
the same.
There could potentially be a lot riding on
USC’s game against Kentucky but Horn and
his team are taking a simple approach. Horn
realizes tonight presents a great challenge but
to him, there’s not too much to think about.
“I t hink [ Kent uck y] is a really good
basketball team and we’re going to need to
play well and we’re going to need our crowd
to be good,” Horn said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocksportspage@
sc.edu

USC intramural team wins
state extramural tournament
Former walk-on, grad
student lead 3 Balls to
SC championship
Michael Finnegan

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Bill Kostroun / The Associated Press

UCONN coach Jim Calhoun reacts to his team’s lead against Seton Hall on Feb. 14.

Lines crossed with Calhoun incident
Freelance journalist barking
up wrong tree in wrong way by
attacking UCONN coach
This past Saturday, Jim Calhoun , the
head coach of the then-top-ranked UConn,
was questioned about his salary by a reporter
in the postgame press conference after the
Huskies 64-50 defeat of South Florida.
Ken Krayeske, a freelance journalist and
political activist, asked Calhoun why he
was making close to two million dollars
annually as the men’s basketball coach
of a public university while the state of
Connecticut faces an estimated budget
deficit of up to eight billion dollars in the
next two years.
Calhoun tried to joke about the subject,
but became enraged when Krayeske kept
pushing the line of questioning, screaming
at Krayeske and telling him to shut up.
“If t hese g uys covered t his st uf f, I

wouldn’t have to do it,” responded Krayeske,
drawing the ire of the rest of the media
assembled.
Personally, I cou ld care less about
Calhoun’s salary. As he said Saturday, the
team generates a great deal more than
$1.6 million dollars annually for t he
university, and he’s right in
being defensive, although he
could have shown a bit more
restraint.
On the other hand, yes,
in these current economic
times, we have to examine
every expense in both the
JAMES
public and private sectors,
KRATCH
and the question is a valid
First-Year
one. However, K rayeske
English
crossed the line. Journalists
student
are public servants fi rst and
foremost , but t he rea l m
of politics and economy and the realm
of athletics should remain separate, and
KRATCH ● 11

3 Balls , an int ramural
basketball team in USC’s
I nv it at iona l On ly G old
League, became the first
men’s team from USC to
win the Palmetoo Classic
this weekend at Clemson
University.
3 Balls was led by t wo
former varsit y basketball
st a r s , Dav id C h a mb er s
a nd Ma rc us Nel lems.
C h a mb er s w a s a w a l ko n f or t he G a me c o c k s
men’s basketball team for
t he 20 0 6 -20 07 s e a s o n .
Chambers is now in his
sen ior yea r at Ca rol i na
and Nellems is a graduate
st udent i n t he Phy sica l
Educat ion Program . He
played the last two years of
his undergrad at Butler.
Clock work , a not her
team in the Gold League
t hat par t icipated in t he
event, is led by its senior
captain Travis Smith. This
is the third straight year
Clockwork has competed in
the Palmetto Classic. Last
year, they were runner-ups,
losing in the championship
game by three points.
3 Balls went 2-0 in pool
play while Clockwork went
0-2 losing both games by a

combined 7 points in what
was the toughest division.
D ue t o it s 0 -2 r e c ord ,
Clockwork was eliminated.
3 Ba l ls went i nto t he
playoffs as the No. 3 seed.
In the quarterfi nal game,
t he y d e f e at e d F l at l i ne
f rom C o a s t a l C a rol i n a
by more t han 30 points.
I n t he sem if i na ls, t hey
defeated G od’s Favorite
from Allen University by
8 points. In the finals, 3
Balls beat Ret ro Jorda n
from Clemson University
by the score of 66-58.
The MV P of the
tournament was Nellems.
Nellems k nows t hat
without his team, he would
have not would won t he
award.

“A n y t i m e y o u a r e
recognized by others, it is
an accomplishment. To me,
it was more of an individual
award than a team award. I
was happy that we won the
state title and to win the
MV P, that was just icing
on the cake,” Nellems said.
Joining Nellems on the
All-Tournament team are
Chambers and shoot ing
guard Michael Houston.
Hou s t o n , a lo n g w it h
Brent Zokan , was picked
up by 3 Balls to play with
them for this tournament.
Nellems was happy these
guys could come in and not
ruin the team chemistry.
“They a re just tea m
3 BALLS ● 11

Courtesy of USC Intramural Staff

3 Balls hoists its trophy after winning the Palmetto Classic.
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K r a y e s k e bl at a nt l y a nd
recklessly crossed that line.
To suggest t hat sport s
writers need to cover the
economic and social impacts
of things such as a coach’s
salary is preposterous. Sports
are not meant to be political
— sports are supposed to be
a world where all are equal
and all can achieve success
and failure solely on their
own merit. Unfortunately,
from the haphazard grasps
to try and make President
Obama’s election a sports
story to ESPN’s Rick Reilly
blasting former President
Bush in columns to Krayeske
accusing a t wo-time
national champion coach of
contributing to an economic
crisis, too often sportswriters
force politics to pervade the
white lines of our playing
fields.
Like many other people
who w r ite about spor t s,
I fol low t he new s, have
opinions, voted for president
this past fall and understand
t hat we are in tough
economic times in our nation.
However, I take solace in

3 BALLS ● Continued from 10

knowing that I can keep my
beliefs to myself and cover
something I love without
those burdens, and that my
opinions will be taken on
their merit alone, and not
my political affiliation or
philosophy. If these issues
create stories in sports, such
as the surmised potential
ban k r uptc y of several
NBA and NHL teams, or
Andy Roddick boycotting a
tennis tournament in Dubai
because of the United Arab
Emirates’ refusal to grant
a visa to an Israeli female
tennis player, then they need
to be covered.
Howe ver, pat het ic
attempts like Krayeske’s to
make sports polit ical are
misg uided, inappropriate
and unethical. People know
to turn to their news section
and their opinion section
for t heir pol it ics a nd to
their sports section for their
pastimes. It should stay that
way.

players and not big ego guys. We
needed their strengths, shooting
and rebounding. We just let them
do what they were good at,” Nellems
said.
With the win, 3 Balls advances
to play in t he N IRSA Reg ional
tournament next weekend which will
be held at the University of Georgia.
The winner of Regionals earns a bid
to compete in the NIRSA National
Championship in which only the
eight teams that win the Regionals
get to compete.
Joh n Barbarise , a fou rt h-year
finance student is going with the
team to Regionals and he thinks
that they can compete and maybe
surprise some people.
“I think that we can win it. We
expect to compete and if things fall
the right way, we can bring home
a region championship,” Barbarise
said.
Joining 3 Balls in At hens will
be official Marcus Staton . Staton
was one of the top three officials at
the State tournament and with this
he won a bid to ref at the regional
tournament.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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PALMETTO CLASSIC
CHAMPIONS
3 BALLS TEAM ROSTER
MICHAEL HOUSTON
PRESTON PANICCO
JORDAN PANICCO
BRENT ZOKAN
MARCUS NELLEMS
DAVID CHAMBERS
MIKE KLEIN
JOHN BARBARISE

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Carolina swimming and diving performs well at SEC meet
Women finish seventh, men finish eighth
in final meet prior to NCAA meet; many
athletes set personal, school records
Jake Luce

STAFF WRITER

Often athletes are challenged to rise to the occasion in the
face of adversity. South Carolina’s swimming and diving team
met that challenge and performed at their highest level when
competing against some of the best talent in the country.
The Gamecocks travelled to Auburn, Ala., for the SEC
Swimming and Diving Championships at Auburn University.
One might ask why Auburn is given such a great home pool
advantage, and the reason is that Auburn appears to be the
Mecca of this collegiate sport.
The men’s team for the Tigers won this year’s SEC
Championship for the thirteenth consecutive year and

earned the third-largest margin of victory (254.5 points) in
conference history over runner up Florida.
For South Carolina, it was not as much about winning the
overall championships as it was about performing at their
highest level in each individual race.
During the SEC Swimming and Diving Championships,
the Gamecocks broke a total of 13 school records and brought
home one SEC Diving championship.
In the final team standings South Carolina came in seventh
place on the women’s side, which was their best finish since
2006. In the men’s group, the Gamecocks finished in eighth
place out of eight teams in what is considered the most
difficult conference in the nation.
Despite the seemingly disappointing finish for the Swim
and Dive team, the individual successes will be what South
Carolina remembers from this SEC Championship.
Senior swimmer Kyle Cormier had an impressive showing
in Auburn as he broke the school record in the 100-yard
freestyle during the first leg of his 400-yard freestyle relay.
The swift time in his portion of the relay helped his group

RATES
STARTING AT

$390

GREAT
LOCATION

break the school record, and Cormier finished the competition
with three individual school records as well as a share of four
relay records.
First-year swimmers played a key role on the women’s side
as freshman Lindsey Olson swam the 200-yard butterfly
in 1:59.74, only the second under two minute time for that
race in school history. Amanda Dunnigan, a senior, made
an immediate impact in her first SEC Championship as she
finished the week with at least a share of five school records.
For the dive team, their season continues as they head to
Knoxville, Tenn., March 12 for the NCAA Zone B Diving
Event.
Though the regular season is now over for the Gamecock
swimmers, they can compete in various meets next weekend
in an effort to lower their qualifying times for the NCAA
Championship. Both the Men’s and Women’s National
Championships will be held in late march at Texas A&M
University.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

LIVE WITH
A NEW
ESTATE
OF MIND

LESS THAN FIVE
MINUTES FROM CAMPUS
fully furnished units
individual leases
utility package
resort style pool
basketball court
water volleyball
24-hr game room
24-hr computer lab
tennis court
sand volleyball court
24-hr fitness center
courtesy attendant on site
new for fall ‘09 :
new pool furniture
updated computer lab
updated clubhouse

riversidecolumbia.com
800 ALEXANDER RD

amenities subject
to change

803.939.0444
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

•

Office hours: M-F

Announcements

Housing-Rent

Help Wanted

FREE FRIDAY night dinners for internatins & their families. For details, contact
IFM @ 799-3452 or info@ifmusa.org

Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras.
$1,050 803-231-6829.

PT SALES ASSOCIATE AT GNC NE COLA NORTHPOINT COMMONS
10-15/hrs/wk for nights & weekends.
Must be 18 y.o out-going and have sales
experience. Knowledge in health and nutrition a plus. Apply in person @
10050 Two Notch Road 788-2177. For
more info email gnc803@yahoo.com
Very established upscale salon is seeking a polished individual for the following
hours Tuesday & Thursday 9am-3pm
Fri 1-4pm and every other Saturday
9:30am-3pm. Candidate must have
great communication skills, and naturally
polite, exceed client’s expectations and
be on time Interested parties please
email. cshealy@australsalon.com

Apartments
Walk to USC/Shandon Clean & Qiet
2BR 1BA $525 w/deposit. 776-5405.
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living

Starting @ $549 per BR1
laspyre.com 803-400-1570
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET
Excellent large 1BR
available now.
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

Housing-Rent

5BR 3.5BA Country house alarm pool
near Cola International Univ. Must have
rental insurance. Will Fowler 256-6295.
ROOMS/APARTMENTS - 1-5BRS
For rent almost on campus on Greene
St.rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-0800
1026 K Ave 4 RENT - Brick home 3BR
1.5A $1200/mo fenced, attic, carpeted &
hdwd flrs 917-6882 hedgepath@aol.com

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Help Wanted

VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cycle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
LUXURY CAROLINA WALKS CONDO
2BR 2BA granite tops & stain steel
appliances. 957-7412
4BR 2BA 1700 sq ft 616 Laurel St. Walking distance to Vista. Perfect for 4 stds.
Available July 1st $1400. 422-5704.
Downtown - The Gates @ Williams-Brice
Luxury Condominium Homes 2BR 2BA
start @ $1,325 inclds util appl pkg pool &
more. 7 or 12/mo lease. 866-202-0440.

Palmetto Athletic Center
1193 N. Lake Dr. Lexington
is now hiring for PT Sports Coaches in
the afternoon. Applicants need to be
strong, athletic energetic, and have a
happy, outgoing personality.
Please call 951-2090 to apply.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Additional options

GYMBOREE PLAY & MUSIC
Now hiring PT teacher for classes and
birthday parties. Training provided, all
majors welcomed. Call Sarah 738-1231
for more information.
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, hardworking students to work PT/FT hrs on
weekdays and some weekends. Evening
hours available. Excellent opportunity for
those interested in applying to medial
school. We can provide hands on clinical
experience. Only those with excellent
academic records and references need
apply. Include GPA, references, start
date and hours available.
Email resume to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net

Help Wanted
Child Care
PT SUMMER SITTER WANTED Experience.& references. Also afternoons this semester. $10/hr 779-6278.

Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Help Wanted
Instructors
PT Experienced Female Personal
Trainers needed. Located 5 minutes
from USC. Contact Ann Marie @
Personally Fit 799-9455 for details.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
BLUE FIN @SANDHILL Now Hiring all
positions. Apply in person 10AM-4pm

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
Restaurants
SAKITMI IN THE VISTA - Now accepting applications for servers and hosts.
Experience helpful but not necessary.
Apply in person 2-4pm M-F 807 Gervais St., across from Hampton Inn.
(Please enter using delivery door)
Cashier needed FT/PT Mon-Sat. $8/HR
starting. Contact Euna @ 397-2710
ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring Hostesses, kitchen staff & Servers with daytime availability. Apply in person 3-5pm
2930 Devine St.

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Tutoring
Services
Excellent Chemistry PH D Tutor Individual/Group feshman/seniors all chemistry sub. Convenient time 736-3641
Mathematics tutoring services!
CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

